In the title compound, C 14 H 14 O, the two benzene rings are almost orthogonal [dihedral angle = 87.78 (8) ]. The hydroxy group lies approximately in the plane of its attached benzene ring [O-C-C-C torsion angle = À17.47 (17) ], and the hydroxyl and methyl groups lie to the same side of the molecule and are gauche to each other. In the crystal, a hexameric aggregate mediated by a ring of six O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds occurs, generating an R 6 6 (12) loop.
Related literature
For general background to the use of benzhydrols, see: Ohkuma et al. (2000) . For the use of the title compound in the perfume and pharmaceutical industries, see: Meguro et al. (1985) . For related diphenylmethanol structures, see: Ferguson et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (10) 174 (2) Symmetry code: (i) y; Àx þ y; Àz.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Comment
Benzhydrols are widely used as intermediates for the synthesis of pharmaceuticals (Ohkuma et al., 2000) , including drugs such as diphenhydramine, orphenadrine, diphenidol and phenyltoloxamine. The crystal structures and hydrogen bonding in some diphenylmethanols have been reported (Ferguson et al., 1995) . The title compound, phenyl-o-tolyl-methanol, (I), is a derivative of diphenylmethanol and it has use in the perfume and pharmaceutical industries (Meguro et al., 1985) .
The molecular structure of (I), Fig. 1 , features a tertiary C7 atom connected to benzene and o-tolyl rings. With reference to the benzene ring, the O1 atom is nearly co-planar as seen in the O1-C8-C9-C14 torsion angle of -17.47 (17) 
Experimental
The title compound was obtained as a gift from R. L. Fine Chemicals, Bangalore, India. Colourless blocks of (I) were obtained by the slow evaporation of its acetonitrile solution; m.pt. 369-372 K.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 1.00 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) set to 1.2 to 1.5U equiv (C). The O-bound H-atom was located in a difference Fourier map, and was refined with a distance restraint of O-H 0.84±0.01 Å; the U iso value was freely refined Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq O1 0.13170 (5) 0.08915 (5) 0.01453 (9) 0.0229 (2) H1 0.1201 (9) 0.0483 (5) 0.0010 (18) 0.043 (5)* C1 0.20865 (7) 0.19098 (7 (8) C6 0.0162 (6) 0.0257 (7) 0.0487 (10) 0.0062 (6) −0.0050 (6) 0.0106 (7) C7 0.0275 (8) 0.0477 (10) 0.0491 (10) 0.0171 (8) 0.0090 (7) 0.0230 (8) C8 0.0190 (6) 0.0213 (6) 0.0239 (7) 0.0118 (5) −0.0006 (5) 0.0022 (5) C9 0.0205 (6) 0.0158 (6) 0.0209 (6) 0.0107 (5) −0.0001 (5) −0.0007 (5) C10 0.0188 (6) 0.0233 (7) 0.0301 (7) 0.0091 (5) −0.0017 (5) 0.0023 (5) C11 0.0246 (7) 0.0302 (8) 0.0289 (8) 0.0144 (6) −0.0055 (6) 0.0027 (6) C12 0.0301 (7) 0.0228 (7) 0.0234 (7) 0.0148 (6) −0.0001 (5) 0.0027 (5) C13 0.0220 (7) 0.0217 (6) 0.0237 (7) 0.0100 (5) 0.0020 (5) −0.0008 (5) C14 0.0193 (6) 0.0218 (6) 0.0230 (7) 0.0118 (5) −0.0014 (5) −0.0016 (5) Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
